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           Church Family Mentor Program

Church Family Mentor Guidelines & Responsibilities

Mentorship is a vital component of our recovery program. With your help we can ensure greater success for our clients on their journey of rehabilitation and re-entry. We strive to provide them with a solid foundation from which to go on and live as strong, independent, sober men with a deeper relationship to God. A mentor is not a counselor, they simply offer as a Godly Role Model.
The Church Family is important in that it allows the man that they ‘adopt’ to grow back into society. Many of the men in the S.T.A.R.T. (Spiritual Truth And Recovery Training) program no longer have ties with friends and family. In addition, because of their prior habits and decisions, they may have a felony record, or poor work history. 

The Church Family can agree to as much, or as little as they are comfortable managing. The Church Family Mentor Program can include all or one segment from the following list:

Step One: Pray and determine commitment level from the following options:


_____ Assign one or more men to mentor


_____ Invite program man to your church, including transportation 

   
_____ Invite program man to all extra church activities, including transportation


_____ Celebrate successes with program man. That includes: 

· Completion of GED

· Completion of S.T.A.R.T program

· Any other accomplishment in their lives

_____ Assist with a Move Kit once housing is identified (see below for Move Kit Info)

_____ Keep as part of the Church Family and assist in his re-entry back into society.

Step Two: Meet with staff at Guiding Light Mission

Bill Shaffer is the Program Director. He will meet with the church representatives and determine if there is a current man in the program who would be a match for both the church and the man. Bill may be reached at 616.451.0236 x33 or bill@lifeonthestreet.org. 

Step Three: Follow through with commitment level determined. Once he has completed the program, assist him in his needs, but most of all, keep him as a family member of the church. It can be an incredible journey for both the man as well as the congregation. 
Thank you for your interest in Guiding Light Mission. Your help and support is invaluable to us and to the clients that we serve. You will undoubtedly feel great success and fulfillment from your time spent with the wonderful men we counsel here at Guiding Light Mission. 
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Men’s Move Kit can include any of the following depending on their resources:





Bath & kitchen towels				Laundry soap		


Washcloths, dishrags				Bath soap, Dish soap


Silverware, dishes, pots & pans		All other household cleaners 


Glasses/coffee mugs 				Furniture


Bed						Laundry basket


Bed linens					Books


Blankets					Coffee Maker


Rugs						Shampoo, shaving gel


Broom/dustpan				Razors


Vacuum					Work appropriate clothing


Television					Bus passes











